
30.07% 332

38.68% 427

13.77% 152

8.06% 89

2.54% 28

6.88% 76

Q1 Where do you currently live?
Answered: 1,104 Skipped: 2

TOTAL 1,104

Town of
Crested Butte

North Valley,
including Mt...

South Valley,
including...

Front Range,
Colorado

Western Slope,
Colorado

Out-of-state
(please...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Town of Crested Butte

North Valley, including Mt. Crested Butte and CB South

South Valley, including Gunnison

Front Range, Colorado

Western Slope, Colorado

Out-of-state (please identify):
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48.82% 538

7.89% 87

43.28% 477

Q2 Do you work or own a business in the Town of Crested Butte? 
Answered: 1,102 Skipped: 4

TOTAL 1,102

Yes

Sometimes
during the year

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes

Sometimes during the year

No

2 / 27

2018 Crested Butte Community Survey



8.85% 95

12.10% 130

19.46% 209

24.67% 265

22.91% 246

4.75% 51

7.26% 78

Q3 How long have you lived or owned a second home in the Town of
Crested Butte or Gunnison County?

Answered: 1,074 Skipped: 32

TOTAL 1,074

Less than 2
years

2-4 Years

5-10 Years

11-20 Years

21-40 Years

40+ Years

None, I am
visiting

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Less than 2 years

2-4 Years

5-10 Years

11-20 Years

21-40 Years

40+ Years

None, I am visiting 
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4.36% 48

18.00% 198

26.09% 287

24.27% 267

16.36% 180

10.91% 120

Q4 What is your age?
Answered: 1,100 Skipped: 6

TOTAL 1,100

Under 25

26-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Under 25

26-35

36-45

46-55

56-65

66+
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11.17% 122

4.95% 54

3.85% 42

12.36% 135

43.50% 475

21.34% 233

11.26% 123

9.80% 107

49.27% 538

12.55% 137

Q5 What best describes the kind of community you want the Town of
Crested Butte to be in 20 years? (please pick your top 2)

Answered: 1,092 Skipped: 14

Town remains
like it is, ...

Town remains
like it is, ...

Town is the
premiere...

Town is a
thriving...

Town has a
balanced...

Town is a
“green...

Town supports
a variety of...

Town becomes a
year-round...

Town is able
to accommoda...

Town does not
allow any ma...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Town remains like it is, and I live in town.

Town remains like it is, but I am living elsewhere.

Town is the premiere destination resort in North America.

Town is a thriving artistic and cultural community.

Town has a balanced economy with good jobs and attainable housing.

Town is a “green community” that is self-reliant and a steward of its environment.

Town supports a variety of age groups and lifestyles.

Town becomes a year-round community rather than a seasonal resort.

Town is able to accommodate responsible growth without losing its unique historic character.

Town does not allow any major new commercial development or residential subdivisions.
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Total Respondents: 1,092  
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71.12% 783

38.96% 429

Q6 What best describes your life-style and aspirations while being here in
Crested Butte (please select your top 3)

Answered: 1,101 Skipped: 5

Outdoor
Enthusiast

Family-oriented

Professional
career

Entrepreneur/
own a business

Escape from
the Real World

Active retiree

Creative/
artist

Ski bum

Second home
owner

Ready for a
change/plan ...

Consultant/
telecommuter

Philanthropic

Visitor

Student/ intern

Semi-pro/sponso
red athlete

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Outdoor Enthusiast

Family-oriented
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29.16% 321

25.43% 280

17.62% 194

15.89% 175

11.81% 130

10.99% 121

7.63% 84

6.27% 69

4.72% 52

3.72% 41

3.27% 36

2.18% 24

2.09% 23

Total Respondents: 1,101  

Professional career

Entrepreneur/ own a business

Escape from the Real World 

Active retiree

Creative/ artist

Ski bum

Second home owner

Ready for a change/plan to move

Consultant/ telecommuter

Philanthropic

Visitor

Student/ intern

Semi-pro/sponsored athlete
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32.46% 348

35.82% 384

4.94% 53

7.37% 79

2.61% 28

0.47% 5

11.85% 127

0.37% 4

4.10% 44

Q7 What best describes your employment status?
Answered: 1,072 Skipped: 34

TOTAL 1,072

Self-employed

Employed
year-round

Employed
seasonally

Multiple jobs

Telecommuter

Unemployed/seek
ing employment

Retired

Visitor

Other (please
explain)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Self-employed

Employed year-round

Employed seasonally

Multiple jobs

Telecommuter

Unemployed/seeking employment

Retired

Visitor

Other (please explain)
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54.63% 584

9.64% 103

22.17% 237

1.68% 18

1.40% 15

2.43% 26

0.94% 10

0.75% 8

0.37% 4

2.71% 29

Q8 In what type of housing are you currently staying?
Answered: 1,069 Skipped: 37

Single-family
house

Duplex

Condominium/
apartment

Mobile home

Caretaker/
employer unit

Accessory
dwelling unit

Motel/ lodge/
bed n breakfast

Vacation
rental/ VRBO

RV/ travel
trailer

Staying with
family/ frie...

Other (please
explain)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Single-family house

Duplex

Condominium/ apartment

Mobile home

Caretaker/ employer unit

Accessory dwelling unit

Motel/ lodge/ bed n breakfast

Vacation rental/ VRBO

RV/ travel trailer

Staying with family/ friends 
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3.27% 35

TOTAL 1,069

Other (please explain)
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70.37% 753

18.69% 200

4.11% 44

4.02% 43

2.80% 30

Q9 At your current residence, do you:
Answered: 1,070 Skipped: 36

TOTAL 1,070

Own

Rent with a
year lease

Other (please
explain)

Rent with a
6-month or l...

Not a
resident, I ...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Own

Rent with a year lease

Other (please explain)

Rent with a 6-month or less lease

Not a resident, I am visiting
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55.02% 586

30.33% 323

30.14% 321

25.63% 273

20.85% 222

Q10 What do you think are the greatest local challenges that the Town of
Crested Butte is facing now and in the future? (please select your top 3)

Answered: 1,065 Skipped: 41

Lack of
workforce an...

Maintaining
quality of...

Affordability/
cost-of-living

Increased
traffic...

Providing
opportunitie...

Exceeding the
carrying-cap...

Preserving
open space a...

Preserving
historic...

Changing
demographics...

Increased
tourism

Impacts of
climate chan...

Second homes/
vacation...

Increased
development...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Lack of workforce and/ or attainable housing

Maintaining quality of life; balance between being a community and a resort

Affordability/ cost-of-living

Increased traffic congestion and parking problems

Providing opportunities for career advancement and living wages
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20.75% 221

20.66% 220

20.56% 219

16.24% 173

13.43% 143

12.39% 132

9.30% 99

5.73% 61

Total Respondents: 1,065  

Exceeding the carrying-capacity of the Town of Crested Butte and North Valley

Preserving open space and land conservation

Preserving historic character of the Town of Crested Butte

Changing demographics/ values

Increased tourism

Impacts of climate change and other environmental factors

Second homes/ vacation rentals

Increased development outside of the Town of Crested Butte
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35.29% 367

32.21% 335

22.21% 231

8.94% 93

1.35% 14

Q11 Which statement best represents your opinion on managing new
development within the Town of Crested Butte?

Answered: 1,040 Skipped: 66

TOTAL 1,040

The public
review proce...

The Town
should maint...

The Town
should be mo...

The Town
should be le...

No
regulation/a...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

The public review process should be expanded to allow for more public input on new development

The Town should maintain the same level of regulation that exists today

The Town should be more involved in regulating new developments

The Town should be less involved in regulating new developments

No regulation/allow unregulated development
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57.32% 591

43.16% 445

30.16% 311

12.32% 127

10.48% 108

9.89% 102

6.79% 70

5.24% 54

0.87% 9

Q12 What should the town’s priorities be regarding economic
development? (please select your top 2)

Answered: 1,031 Skipped: 75

Total Respondents: 1,031  

Supporting
existing...

Diversifying
from a...

Recruit
employers th...

Not the role
of local...

Encourage
shoulder/off...

Seek
non-profit,...

Encourage
additional...

Promote
special even...

Encourage
additional...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Supporting existing businesses in Town

Diversifying from a tourist-based economy to a broader year-round mixed economy

Recruit employers that are compatible and/or complementary and offer year-round employment

Not the role of local government

Encourage shoulder/off-season tourism

Seek non-profit, research and/or educational groups to locate in Town

Encourage additional winter tourism

Promote special events that are more oriented towards a regional or national audience

Encourage additional summer tourism
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34.18% 336

28.08% 276

26.04% 256

23.19% 228

20.55% 202

16.99% 167

13.63% 134

13.22% 130

6.31% 62

Q13 What do you think would be the most effective way for the Town to
focus its limited resources in providing affordable housing? (please select

your top 2)
Answered: 983 Skipped: 123

Total Respondents: 983  

Encouraging
use of secon...

Acquiring land
for new...

New deed
restricted...

New deed
restricted...

Acquiring
existing...

Subsidizing
infrastructu...

Allowing
increased...

Administration
of deed...

Home ownership
education/...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Encouraging use of second floor space in the Commercial District as long-term rental apartments

Acquiring land for new affordable housing developments

New deed restricted Rentals

New deed restricted homes for Ownership

Acquiring existing properties and deed restricting them to rentals or for sale

Subsidizing infrastructure costs to keep building prices down

Allowing increased density within the Town of Crested Butte

Administration of deed restrictions and regulations

Home ownership education/ training
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46.30% 469

38.89% 394

11.15% 113

3.65% 37

Q14 Do you feel that traffic congestion and parking availability are
problems in town?

Answered: 1,013 Skipped: 93

TOTAL 1,013

Yes, it is a
problem...

Sometimes,
mostly in...

No, it is not
a problem

Sometimes,
mostly in...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Yes, it is a problem year-round except during the off-seasons

Sometimes, mostly in summer

No, it is not a problem

Sometimes, mostly in winter
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29.51% 291

23.12% 228

20.59% 203

20.28% 200

17.65% 174

12.17% 120

11.87% 117

Q15 If you think traffic and parking are problems, what are your preferred
solutions? (please select your top 2)

Answered: 986 Skipped: 120

Develop an
intercept...

Create more
public parki...

Change user
behavior...

Install
additional...

Implement a
parking...

Construct a
multi-story...

Install bike
share statio...

Provide
in-town shut...

Expand bus
service

Require more
on-site park...

Complete the
street-grid...

Allow electric
golf carts o...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Develop an intercept parking lot near town with public transit service

Create more public parking lots in town

Change user behavior instead of investing in new capital improvement projects

Install additional pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure

Implement a parking management program that may include paid parking downtown and employee/resident permits

Construct a multi-story public parking garage in town

Install bike share stations and covered bike storage areas in town
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11.76% 116

11.66% 115

10.95% 108

8.11% 80

4.06% 40

Total Respondents: 986  

Provide in-town shuttle service

Expand bus service

Require more on-site parking for new development

Complete the street-grid with vehicle bridges across Coal Creek to the Upper Westside of town

Allow electric golf carts on public streets
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29.93% 305

29.64% 302

20.31% 207

19.04% 194

17.86% 182

17.57% 179

16.39% 167

10.99% 112

9.42% 96

Q16 What do you think should be the primary roles of the Creative District
in town? (please select your top 2)

Answered: 1,019 Skipped: 87

Total Respondents: 1,019  

Not sure, need
more...

Promotes
Crested Butt...

Promotes and
markets loca...

Develops
programs and...

Provides grant
funding for...

Advocates for
public art

Enhances the
area as...

Provides
business...

Creates hubs
and clusters...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Not sure, need more information

Promotes Crested Butte’s unique identity

Promotes and markets local “Creatives”

Develops programs and education for youth

Provides grant funding for public art projects and performances

Advocates for public art

Enhances the area as appealing places to live, conduct business and attract visitors

Provides business development and education for "Creatives"

Creates hubs and clusters of economic activity
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88.38% 882

77.45% 773

69.14% 690

68.44% 683

58.12% 580

52.81% 527

30.56% 305

21.64% 216

19.34% 193

Q17 What actions do you personally take to reduce your carbon footprint
and to promote environmental stewardship? (select all that apply)

Answered: 998 Skipped: 108

Recycle

Shop with
re-usable bags

Shop Local

Install energy
efficient...

Reduce fuel
use by takin...

Practice water
conservation

Backyard
vegetable...

Purchase green
energy from...

Volunteer with
local...

Install or
purchase sol...

Not an
important is...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Recycle

Shop with re-usable bags

Shop Local

Install energy efficient appliances and light bulbs

Reduce fuel use by taking the bus, walking or biking to work

Practice water conservation

Backyard vegetable gardening

Purchase green energy from GCEA

Volunteer with local nonprofits that promote environmental stewardship
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10.72% 107

4.01% 40

Total Respondents: 998  

Install or purchase solar panels

Not an important issue for me
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Q18 What do you like most about living in or visiting Crested Butte?
(please select your top 2)

Answered: 1,011 Skipped: 95

Mountain
environment...

Outdoor
recreation

Small town
feel...

Walkable/bikeab
le community...

Supportive/
caring...

Funkiness/
colorful/ cr...

Good place for
families...

Historic
character

Downtown,
variety of...

Other (please
explain)

It's the "Last
great Colora...

Friends/
social events

Arts and
Culture

Jobs/
volunteer...

Doggie-friendly

Funkiness

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

24 / 27

2018 Crested Butte Community Survey



40.75% 412

37.88% 383

34.52% 349

14.64% 148

11.87% 120

11.77% 119

11.08% 112

7.32% 74

5.93% 60

5.54% 56

5.34% 54

4.75% 48

3.26% 33

0.59% 6

0.00% 0

0.00% 0

Total Respondents: 1,011  

Mountain environment

Outdoor recreation

Small town feel

Walkable/bikeable community

Supportive/ caring community

Funkiness/ colorful/ crazy people

Good place for families

Historic character

Downtown, variety of shops, restaurants/bars

Other (please explain)

It's the "Last great Colorado ski town"

Friends/ social events 

Arts and Culture

Jobs/ volunteer opportunities

Doggie-friendly

Funkiness
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46.57% 462

30.85% 306

19.56% 194

3.02% 30

Q19 Do you believe that the Town of Crested Butte’s values and goals
are moving the community in a positive direction?

Answered: 992 Skipped: 114

TOTAL 992

Not sure

Agree

Disagree

Strongly agree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Not sure

Agree

Disagree

Strongly agree
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Q20 Do you have any other comments that you would like to make
concerning how you feel about the Town of Crested Butte?

Answered: 418 Skipped: 688
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